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01Section 01
Introduction
This DRAFT Village Renewal Plan has been developed by the community in conjunction with Lisburn and 
Castlereagh City Council and Belfast City Council. The plan has been funded through the Northern Ireland 
Rural Development Programme 2014-2020.

Ove Arup and Partners (Arup) has been appointed as the consultancy to facilitate the delivery of the 
Village Renewal Plan for your village. To date we have visited the village and met with some community 
representatives in order to gain an understanding of the key issues and potential opportunities. This was 
extremely helpful and forms the basis of the first draft of the Village Plan. We now wish to develop the plan 
further through this workshop, which will then be amended to take on board the findings followed by a period 
of public consultation in September 2016.

EDENDERRY

Edenderry Village is situated in the Lagan Valley, approximately 4 miles from Belfast City Centre and a sort 
distance upstream from Shaw’s Bridge. The village is situated on the periphery of the Lagan Valley Regional 
Park.

Edenderry has quite a youthful population with 24.49% of residents being under 16 years of age whilst the 
older population comprises only 11.56% of the total residents. Facilities and services in the area should 
therefore reflect this composition.

County: County Antrim

District: Belfast City Council
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02Section 02
Background Research
In former years, a linen mill and weaving factory helped to create the village of Edenderry. Workers cottages still 
stand in the village today in which local residents reside, many from generations of linen worker families. A new 
housing development was built on the site of the old linen mill.

Land surrounding the village was purchased by the National Trust in the 1950’s, and the Orange Order is also a 
prominent landowner.  

Edenderry has a unique character with the feel of a small rural village ehilst being in close proximity to the 
urban area of Belfast.  In addition it has great connectivity to the Giant’s Ring, lagan tow path and Lagan Valley 
Regional Park. 

The Settlement Development Limit is designated to retain a compact form whilst including redevelopment of 
the St. Ellen’s Industrial Estate mill buildings. This limit is drawn to protect the landscape and visual amenity of 
the Lagan Valley Regional Park and the Lagan Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
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03Section 03
Site Analysis
Strengths

• Edenderry has a unique character, it feels like a ‘hidden gem’ which is further enhanced by the community 
projects which have developed such as the allotments. It location adjacent to Lagan Valley Regional Park, 
direct access to the Lagan Tow Path, Giants Ring and wider countryside have provided an extremely desirable 
place to live.

• Edenderry has a strong sense of place due to the fact Mill families still reside in the area which emphasises 
the historic connection to what the village once was. 

• The community in the village have a great sense of pride regarding their area and community connections 
have been built over time. Neighbours know each other and look out for one another. 

• Volunteers in the village plan events such as carol singing, summer events, Halloween events and so on. 

• The village is home to allotments and the Allotment Group has been noticeably successful and offers social 
interactions for local residents. The community also work together to clean up communal areas regularly 
and utilise the individual strengths and skills within the community.

• Edenderry has a sensitive built and natural environment, being designated as an area of village character as 
well as a Site of Local Nature Conservation Importance. 

• The open space / play area provide a central focal point to the village and is extremely well used. 

Weaknesses

• At present there is no communal meeting place with residents using a second hand marquee for weather 
permitting events and the AGM. 

• Due to the historic nature of the village, following the loss of the mill, many residents feel like the heart of 
the village has been removed. 

• Unfortunately, the village has as no local employer for the residents, which it once did have. 

• The village is lacking in public transport services resulting in the younger generation driving everywhere as 
well as public facilities in general. 

• The Settlement Development Limit designated in the Belfast Metropolitan Area Plan has enabled significant 
new development to arise in Edenderry. This is considered with mixed emotions by the local community, 
who feel the density may be harming the character of the village.  

• There are no services such as a local shop / café within the village. 

KEY
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04Section 04
Opportunities 

KEY



8



9

As the village residents are so close and run many 
activities, their main priority is to have a community 
meeting point. This does not need to be in the form of 
a community centre but even a pre-fabricated facility 
which could host book clubs, village association 
meetings and also provide the base for local services 
such as a crèche.  The community holds many events 
at Halloween, Christmas, summer fun days etc. and 
each time are faced with the prospect of renting a 
marquee due to the lack of facilities. An ideal location 
for such a facility would be in the vicinity of the open 
space and children play park. This area already acts as 
a community hub, with the new facility strengthening 
this. As with all new development in Edenderry, the 
facility would need to be well designed to integrate 
with the surroundings.

Plan

Section 04
Opportunities
A | A COMMUNITY FACILITY

Location Plan
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The village benefits from having direct access to Lagan 
Valley Regional Park, which is well used by local 
residents. It could be better signposted and promoted 
as they are great assets for the community to use. 
Direction and information signage would also benefit 
the recreational user of the tow path who have arrived 
at Edenderry, intentionally or unintentionally. 

• Improvements to Lagan Valley Park access point 
with a hard standing area to celebrate the entrance 
to the recreational route.

• Implementation of a signposted map for visitor 
use. A trail of maps could be continued along the 
route to enable users to pinpoint their current 
location and learn about significant features along 
the way.

• Review of high maintenance amenity grass verges 
through the village. Potential to replant with 
low maintenance seeds of local provenance. This 
will open the entrance to the recreational route, 
reduce maintenance and burden and improve 
biodiversity, introducing colour to the public 
realm.

• Similar signage could be provided at the opposite 
side to raise awareness of the onward route 
to Giant’s ring or back to Minnowburn via 
Edenderry Road.

After

Section 04
Opportunities
B | LAGAN VALLEY PARK 

ACCESS

Location  Plan

Before

Before

After
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There is an informal walkway located to the rear 
of Edenderry. This leads people from the towpath 
to Giants Ring and beyond. This walkway could 
be formalised slightly with directional signage and 
further enhanced with the provision of a viewpoint / 
picnic / seating area to take advantage of the views of 
Lagan Valley Regional Park.  This could benefit the 
local community and would benefit all users of the 
towpath and enhance the experience for those making 
their way towards the Giants Ring.

There is also an informal access to the country side 
at the boundary of Edenderry Village. This could be 
enhanced as follows:

• Improvements to walkway access point with the 
introduction of a new wayfinding post and area 
of hard standing to celebrate the entrance to the 
recreational route.

• Implementation of a signposted map for visitor 
use. A trail of maps could be continued along the 
route to enable users to pinpoint their current 
location and learn about significant features along 
the way.

• Review of high maintenance amenity grass 
verges through the village. Potential to replant 
with low maintenance seeds of local provenance 
and reinstate hedge planting in the existing 
hedgerow gaps. This will open the entrance to 
the recreational route, reduce maintenance and 
burden and improve biodiversity, introducing 
colour to the public realm.

Section 04
Opportunities
C | WALKWAY AND 

COMMUNITY SPACE

After

BeforeLocation Plan
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Edenderry has a very strong character, including distinctive features as the water pump, ornate lamp posts and 
is generally very colourful with hanging baskets and planting. However the footpaths and highway surfaces 
are bland in comparison, and could be greatly enhanced with a paving scheme which is complementary to the 
setting of the village. Alongside this more distinctive street furniture could be introduced (bins / benches) to 
complement the lamp posts.

A scheme of this nature would be focused along the main Edenderry Village including the junction to 
Edenderry Cottages.

Section 04
Opportunities
D | ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS 

Location Plan
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05Section 05
Action Plan
Following consultation with community representatives in Edenderry and a thorough analysis of the Village, 
a variety of initiatives and projects have been identified which the communities would like to develop further, 
and it is important at this stage to prioritise these initiatives appropriately. The implementation of the initiatives 
highlighted, now and in the future, requires a strong partnership between public and private sectors, and 
importantly, from the communities. Through consultation, this partnership has enabled the Village Plan to be 
developed and with a continuation in this collaboration, a brighter future for Edenderry can be realised.

It is to be made clear that in order for future developments and initiatives in Edenderry to manifest, available 
funding needs to be targeted. A variety of sources of funding are available to villages such as Edenderry, 
therefore specifying the most relevant source is vital in ensuring the village can achieve its maximum social, 
physical and economic potential. 

To provide a basis for this, the Action Plan has been developed to firstly, highlight which initiative is to draw 
down funding from this stream of the Rural Development fund, and secondly, highlight the need for other 
developments in the village which could potentially be funded in the future. As the action will already be in 
place it strengthens the need for future projects. 
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Regeneration Initiative Priority Level Timeframe 
for 
Delivery 

Potential Delivery 
Agents 

Stakeholders Potential Funding 
Source 

A A community facility 
 
 
 
 

     

B Lagan Valley Park Access 
 
 
 
 

     

C Walkway and Community Space 
 
 
 
 

     

D Environmental Improvements  
 
 
 
 

     



This report takes into account the particular instructions and 
requirements of our client.

It is not intended for and should not be relied upon by any third 
party and no responsibility is undertaken to any third party.
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